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THE ARMOURY. 


Aspirations of Cuglish Rounmists. 


A remarkable article has appeared in the Roman Catholic 
newspaper ** The Tablet” for the Ist January, giving a summary 
of the progress of Romanism in England during the past thirty 
years. They make their start from 1851, when the Romish 
Hierarchy was established. They quote the following statistics, 
which they state are from official sourees, viz.: 








Religious Churches 

Houses of School and 
Bishops Priests Men Children Chapels 
arr Re cmaien DE ccakes  — 24,000 597 
oS a ‘wenaee 1,962 | errr 204,752 1,175 
Increase 6 1,136 117 180,752 578 


They cite, in reference to the religious orders, the opinion of the 
present Pope,that they are the ** auxiliary troops to the organizations 


of the Chureh.” ** The number of the orders and congregations in 
England prior to 1850 was ten ; they have now increased to the 
number of twenty-six.” ‘*The most numerous of the religious 
orders are the Jesuits and Benedictines.” In 1850 the number of 


children in Romish schools was 24,000,—now the number is 
204,752. Last year the Government grants to these schools 
amounted to £112,276 8s. 8d. And at the recent educational crisis 
it is stated that the ‘‘ Houses of Norfolk and Bute”? headed the 
subscription list with a sum of £80,000. 

The author of the article referred to observes :—‘ This increase, 
we believe, is larger than anything of the kind that has ever been 
recorded within a similar period in the history of the (Romish) 
Chureh in England.” The writer goes on to say, ‘‘ The action of 
the (Roman) Catholic Church upon the people of England through 
her clergy is for the most part indirect. The establishment of the 
hierarchy by multiplying centres and developing the resources of 
the Church has no doubt even directly led to many conversions. 
Every new centre of worship illumines the darkness and spreads 
the light of Faith. Still concurrently with this, external influ- 
ences have favoured conversions to an extraordinary degree. The 
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influences of (Roman) Catholic lay friends, (Roman) Catholic 
literature, the general religious movements among the sects, the 
spirit of free inquiry, dissatisfaction with the intolerable inconsis- 
tencies and hollowness of Protestantism, and especially the preach- 
ing throughout the length and breadth of the land of (Roman) 
Catholic doctrines, first by the Tractsrians, and now still more 
boldly by the Rrruarists,—these seem to be, on the whole, the main 
causes which have led to conversions. To dwell only for a moment 
on the Ritualists, they are doing our work for us, and as time goes 
on they will do it still more effectually. As men found that Trac- 
tarianism was a halfway-house to Rome,so they will find that Ritua- 
lism is a stage or two farther on. We do not judge the leaders 
who blindfold and tie up the liberty of their followers. God knows 
how far they are in invincible ignorance. He is able to turn the 
errors and even the malice of men to His own purpose. We con- 
sider Ritualism to be, indirectly, the most powertul propaganda 
for the Church which England has yet seen. The result may not 
be immediate ; many may be detained for a lifetime in error who 
logically ought to enter the Church ; but the natural honesty of 
the English character and the all-powerful Grace of God will 
triumph in the end. Great will be the number of conversions in 
due season. Such is our conviction.”* 

This declaration is explicit, and ought to open the eyes of Pro- 
testants of all denominations to the dangers of Ritualism, We may 
rest assured that as Ritualism increases, the ranks of the Romish 
Church will likewise increase ; and as Romanism advances, Pro- 
testantism and all its attendant blessings will be thereby under- 
mined. This subject. therefore, demands the serious attention of 
every God-fearing man in the kingdom. Instead of coquetting with 
Ritualism in any form we should combine to expel it from the 
National Church. For if it be allowed to grow, it will endanger 
the position and even the existence ef the Church with the Crown 
and Constitution as established and regulated by the Act of Settle- 
ment. It is therefore deplorable to read the recent words of the 
Bishop of Ely, in his reply to an address to certain of his clergy, 
relative to the late prosecutions of Ritualists. It is sad to quote 
the words, but it is only right that our readers should well consider 
their import. The Bishop says, ‘‘ Let me first express my convic- 
tion that the Church of England cannot without violence to her 
character as a national and historical Church refuse to find place for 
that section of her members, which although embracing many 
shades of feeling and practice, is comprehended under the term 
titualist,”"+ The Bishop is neither correct in his historical 
references nor in his allusion to the national character of 
the Church of England; for she has, in her earliest years, pro- 
tested against the doctrines and claims of supremacy of the 


* Tablet. Supplement, Ist January, 1881, p. 35. 
t Standard, 1st January, 1881. 
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Romish Church ; and if there is anything that has marked the 
national character of our race it has been to throw off the yoke of 
Rome and to place the Church of England in its right and serip- 
tural position as a branch of the Church of Christ, recognizing 
Christ, and not the Pope, as its head, and founding the charter of 
her existence, like other Churches of Christ, on the principles that 
‘* Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation, so that 
whatsoever is not read therein nor may be proved thereby is not 
to be required of any man that it should be believed as an article 
of the faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation.’ 
This is not only the charter of the Church of England, but. is the 
grand link of her position as now established and that of the early 
British Church; and is the platform of all the Churches of the 
Reformation and the Church of the Apostles, which is the true 
Catholic Church, so far as it can be arrived at on earth. 
The Bishop of Ely seems to think that if the Ritualists 
left the Church of England they would be guilty of schism ; 
but this also is a mistaken view of the scriptural 
idea of schism. The Reformers were not schismatics, but 
the reverse, when they left the Church of ‘ome, aud established 
the Reformed Churches. Protestant bishops and clergymen are 
bound to ‘* drive away all strange doctrine ;”’ and they are guilty of 
a very grave offence in the sight of God and of all men if they do 
not carry out their sacred vows, and prove true watchmen of Christ 
Jesus, driving out the ‘‘ unclean thing,” which, if not checked, will 
either rend the Chureh in pieces, or will bring it back again to be a 
‘synagogue Of Satan,” as the Reformers declared before the Re- 
formation. 

In reference to the Church of Rome it will be remembered that 
when Lord Ripon was sent to India to represent Her Majesty as 
Viceroy, it was alleged that his lordship was a member of the 
Jesuit Order. The Prime Minister, in his place in the House of 
Commons, in reply to a question denied this. We are now 
furnished, however, with a statement by Lord Ripon himself, which 
sufliciently explains the belief that his Excellency was a member of 
the Jesuits. It seems he was a member af the order of St. Vin- 
cent de Paul. This order, as is well known, is affiliated to the 
Jesuit Order. It may be useful to quote Lord Ripon’s own words 
as reported in the Times of India, and quoted in the Tablet news- 
paper of the lst January. The Viceroy delivered a speech to a 
deputation from the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at the Parell 
Convent, Bombay, on Advent Sunday. He is reported to have said : 
“It gives me, I assure you, great pleasure to meet you on this 
oceasion. It has been one cause of regret to me, which has resulted 
from the office with which I have been recently intrusted, that the 
circumstances of my position as Viceroy of India render it impos- 
sible for me any longer to continue an active member of the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul:” and in the course of his Excellency’s 
speech, he expresses a hope that he will be able at some future 








5 THE ARMOURY. 


time to resume his position in this Jesuit Society. His words are, 
as reported, ‘‘ I shall always feel the deepest interest in the society, 
and that it will be to me a source of great pleasure as also of great 
advantage, when I am able once more to resume my position in 
the honourable and noble work of an active member ot the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul.” The Roman Catholic Bishop Meurin, in 
thanking his Excellency for his speech, said, ‘‘ But to have your 
Excellency as one of the Brothers of the Society of St. Vincent de 
aul is so encouraging that I feel our Society must prosper much 
more and many other members will join.”* 

It is, therefore, put beyond any doubt, the intimate relation in 
which Lord Ripon stands to the Jesuit Order ; and although he is not 
at present what they term an “ active ” member, he is still in his own 
avowed opinion and in the announcement of the Romish Bishop, 
a “* Brother ” of the order of St. Vincent de Paul. The statement 
of his Excellency, as well as of this Bishop, amply confirms what 
was stated at the great public meeting in London, to protest against 
the appointment, and the conviction that the position of Lord Ripon 
as Viceroy of India would be used to the utmost extent to exalt 
the position of the Romish Church, as well as to advance the pro- 
gress of Romish error in India. 


Antidote to Popery and Ritualism. 


The progress of Romanism, now called Ritualism, in the Church 
of England, exhibits a striking illustration of how error advances in 
a Christian community, from very small beginnings. It may be 
said that the origin of the whole movement arose from the conver- 
sations and influence of a Jesuit Priest upon Bishop Lloyd, who 
Was so enamoured with the Breviary and the Mass, that he began a 
course of lectures to his students, for the express purpose of show- 
ing in how much the formularies of the Church of Rome agreed 
with the standards of the Church of England, and then endeavour- 
ing to point out that the differences between the two Churches were 
not so great as Were suppose d. Thus, on the one hand the Protes- 
tantism of the Church was lowered and degraded, and, on the other, 
the idolatry and the unscriptural nature of Rome was glossed over. 
As the high standard of our Protestant faith become lowered, it 
was soon found that the moral practices of those who imbibed 
these fallacious views became also degraded. Lord Teignmouth, in 
his recent ‘* Reminiscences,” cites a case where a pervert lady urges 
upon the daughter of a friend to deceive her parents, in order to 
become a pervert to her Jesuitical intrigue with the view of win- 
ning her over to Rome. The present Dean of Carlisle, in his 
**Footsteps of Error,” warned the Church long ago to the same 


* Supplement Zab/et, Ist January, 1881, pp. 38, 39. 
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effect. The result now before our eyes is, that our churches have, 
in too many instances, become Masshouses, and our people are 
either being trained up in these unscriptural doctrines and practices, 
or are driven from her walls, and obliged much against their will 
and inclination to jom Nonconformist bodies. While this is pro- 
ceeding, the Church of Rome has been most active in perfecting 
her organization in a multitude of ways and increasing her number 
of priests, teachers, churches, missions and schools. In too 
many cases, the Evangelical clergy have been unable to cope 
with these difficulties, or have been at a loss to know what 
was best to be done for the sake of their people, Some 
twelve years ago, a few friends in London determined to 
stem this current of error by establishing, wherever it was 
possible, Protestant Educational Classes in every district, on the 
same plan as the Oxford and Cambridge Local Examinations. This 
plan is shortly this: A course of lectures, either historical or 
doctrinal, on the Reformation, is delivered by a clergyman, specially 
qualified, in some Church or School house. The lectures are free 
and open to all. At the close of the series of lectures written 
examinations are held on the subjects of the lectures and on the 
Text Books selected at the opening of the course. The papers of 
the competitors are all thoroughly examined, and prizes are pre- 
sented to those who merit them. By this means, upwards of 
50,000 students of both sexes have attended this course of instrue- 
tion. The Institution, which began and is vigorously carrying on 
this admirable and most useful mode of Protestant instruction, is 
ealled The Protestant Educational Institute.’’ The crisis is so grave 
and our dangers on every side are multiplying so rapidly, that it 
becomes every Protestant to considey whether he should not con- 
centrate his efforts to support and extend this system of Protestant 
instruction. If once Ritualism and Romanism get ahold of the 
country, it will soon show itself in England, as in Ireland, and will 
not only upheave our social fabric and unsettle our Crown and 
constitution, but will also bring about a state of lawlessness in our 
midst such as we see in poor unhappy Ireland. It is only by the 
maintenance of true Protestant principles that we can hope to pre- 
serve peace and order, and to ensure the Divine favour, according 
to the promise, ‘ Righteousness alone exalteth a nation.” —The 
Protestant. 


Apecial Gitorts for Educating the People in 
the Principles of the Actormation. 
There ean be no doubt that irreligion and infidelity is spreading 


among the people. So far back as 1851, when an attempt was 
made to obtain a religious census, it was found that out of a popula- 








6 THE ARMOURY. 


tion of 18,000,000, no fewer than 5,000,000 absentpd themselves 
from every kind of public worship. Since that time this state of 
matters has become worse. In a ‘ Manchester pariph, containing 
1,233 houses,” the Bishop has recently stated that} the heads of 
906 families professed that neither they nor their fankilies attended 
publie worship.” This it is truly added, ‘is a scandal and a peril 
to society.” What is still more alarming and dangerous is the 
growth of Ritualism and Romanism. The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, in his recent charge, admits that ‘* Superstition may for a 
time raise its head, as if it were the only antidote to infidelity, 
instead of being, as he believes it is, the handmaid of the same evil 
influence.” He further observes: ‘ It is well to note in history 
how these two evils, superstition and infidelity, act and re-act in 
strengthening each other.” An able writer in the secular Press 
has shrewdly expressed himself thus: ‘* From a survey of all the 
chief departments of our national life— religious, political, and 
social—it would be easy to collect a formidable list of those symp- 
toms which according to the teaching of all history, have preceded 
the fall of empires. In England, as elsewhere throughout Western 
Europe—though less completely in England than in those Catholic 
countries where the Church has lost its control of the State— 
religion has ceased to exist as a conservative agency . . 
Its power as a bond of union among political aggregates is at an 
end. . . . . If signs of decay reveal themselves in the 
secular life of a nation,—in its politics, its arts, its social 
institutions, its manners,—then its end will doubtless be brought 
nearer by a general decline of religious faith.” And another 
writer says: ‘‘ Such a condition of things has not existed since 
the Restoration, and it is impossible to regard it without much 
anxiety. What does it mean ? Is monarchy at stake? Is pro- 
perty endangered ? Our answer is in the affirmative. We believe 
that another swift, stealthy, and striding step has been made in 
favour of a very revolutionary and dangerous future.” 

Since these opinions have been expressed, we have facts daily 
occurring before our eyes both in our own country and in Ireland. 
The House of Commons has bent its knee to Atheism; the Protes- 
tant Throne, the House of Lords, the property of landlords, have 
all been threatened. What does this indicate? The prevalence of 
irreligion, infidelity, and superstition, and idolatry under the name 
of Ritualism and Romanism. This spirit of evil—although at pre- 
sent more manifest, in its logical results, in Ireland—is gnawing 
steadily and successfully at the vitals of the national and social 
blessings of England, and in the course of time, unless arrested, 
will produce to us and to our children the same bitter fruits. 

It has been truly observed by an eminent Protestant of long and 
wide experience, ‘‘ that the true antidote to infidelity will never be 
found in ‘ Superstition.’ And for this reason,—Superstition alias 
Romanism, for that is the only ‘ superstition ' with which we are 
now concerned, is the parent of unbelief.” And although we have 
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had recently a symptom that in certain circumstances the one will 
act against the other, this is but the device of the evil one, appear- 
ing as an ‘‘ angel of light.” They spring from the same source, 
ensnaring the souls of men, and undermining that Protestantism 
which has secured to us, as a nation, the favour and protection of 
our blessed Lord as the King of nations, 

Every consideration, therefore, that can animate the breast of 
a faithful follower of Christ,—love of Him, love of country, love of 
the Throne and Protestant institutions,—ought to stimulate us to 
fresh zeal and earnest prayer. As one of the means to this end, 
Protestants ought to concentrate their efforts to enlighten those 
around them, and especially the rising generation, on the precious 
truths that were secured for us by the struggles of our reformers. 
This may be accomplished, under the blessing of God, by Protest- 
tant classes and the dissemination of suitable publications among 
the people. The Protestant Educational Institute has beeu 
labouring for the past thirteen years in this way, with much suc- 
cess, and it is prepared to extend its operations, if enabled to do 
so by more liberal contributions. 

This Institute has just selected a packet of useful publi- 
cations, for circulation among the people. The price is 
such that all Protestants may obtain packets for their own 
families, and for distribution among friends. One clergyman has 
already adopted this plan, and has left in every family in his 
parish a Protestant Catechism. Similar efforts can easily be made 
by Sabbath School Teachers and District visitors. We may be 
assured the enemy is active, by its guilds, sisterhoods, , schools, 
classes, orphanages, and other agencies, in disseminating their 
poisonous doctrines, and in the circulation of tracts, catechisms, 
pictures, and symbols of idolatry. The enemy sows while the 
protestant is asleep. But let us awake and work, and thus acquit 
ourselves like good soldiers of Jesus Christ; for the Lord saith, 
‘* Them that honour Me I will honour ; and they that despise Me, 
shall be lightly esteemed.” 

G. R. BADENOCH, 
Protestant Epvucationat Institute, Secretary. 
88, PARLIAMENT STREET, Lonpon, 8.W. 
January, 1881. 


N.B.—For many years the Prorestan? Epucationat InstiTuTE 
has contemplated the establishment, in London, of a Central Pro- 
testant Book and Tract Depét. Romanists and Ritualists have 
adopted this plan, not only in London, but also in many of the pro- 
vincial towns ; and in order to disseminate their views, they offer 
Books and Tracts at a price far below the cost of production. One 
of their newspapers has a circulation of 20,000 per week! It is, 
therefore, absolutely necessary that such an agency as we have 
indicated should now be established. This Agency can best be con- 
ducted by such an organization as the Protestant EpucaTionaL 
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Instrrure. Protestants will keep in view that the sale of Protes- 
tant literature is such a drug in the market that Publishers are 
declining, however willing, to publish such works as a mercantile 
transaction, and authors are unable to risk the liability. Hence, in 
every way, Protestant literature is checked, and its authors dis- 
heartened. When thousands of pounds are lavished on the erection 
of reredoses, images, and other objectionable ornaments in churches, 
surely it is incumbent on wealthy Protestants to give, as God has 
enabled them, for the propagation of Protestant truth among the 
people. We, therefore, earnestly appeal for liberal contributions 
for this special object, as well as for establishing Protestant Educa 
tional Classes. Cheques or Post-office orders may be remitted to th« 
Secretary, 88, PARLIAMENT STREET, Lonpon, 8.W. 


Hetter to v Friend fubo hus shofvn a leaning to 
the Ohurch of Rome. 


My dear friend,—I understand that you have a leaning to the 
Church of Rome. I fully believe that you are prepared to make 
any sacrifice if you think that by making it you will be honouring 
your Divine Master. On this point at least Iam sure you will 
admit that you ought to be very clear before you take any decided 
step. I hope you are not laying too much stress on the favourite 
text of the Church of Rome, ‘‘ I say unto you that thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build My Church.” If it could be shown 
that this text conferred on Peter any superiority over the other 
Apostles, and that Peter himself as well as the other Apostles, so 
understood our Lord’s words, there would be to that extent an end 
of all controversy ; but nothing of the kind can be assumed from any 
other passage in Scripture. On the contrary ,the very reverse appears 
from Mark ix. 88, 34, Luke xxii. 24, Gal. ii. 11 to 21, 1 Pet. v. 1. 

I cannot but fear that hitherto you have read very few books 
which expose the teaching of the Church of Rome, and that you have 
avoided discussions with persons who are best qualified to point 
out the errors of that Church. Before I enter more fully into this 
subject, I wish you to understand clearly what the Church of Rome 
means by the expression ‘‘ The Church.” The Scriptural meaning 
of the term we are at no loss to understand. It has been well 
defined as follows: ‘‘ The visible Church of Christ is a congregation 
of faithful men in which the pure Word of God is preached, and the 
Sacraments duly administered according to Christ’s ordinance, in all 
those things that of necessity are requisite to the same.” It 
has also been defined as follows :—* The Catholic or Universal 
Church, which is invisible, consists of the whole number of the 
elect that have been, are, or shall be gathered into one under Christ 
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the Head thereof; and is the spouse, the body, the fulness of Him 
that filleth all in alf. The visible Church, which is also 
catholic or universal under the Gospel (not confined to one nation as 
before under the law) consists of all those thoughout the world that 
profess the true religion, together with their children, and is the 
kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, the house and family of God.” 
But Rome defines the Church in a totally different way, and acts in 
a totally different sense. 

You have no doubt been led to imagine that the Church of 
Rome is the only reliable and authoritative expounder of Serip- 
ture and doctrine; the meaning of which is, as I suppose, 
that the priesthood are to be the sole arbitrators and final court 
of appeal in all matters on which their teaching and authority 
are called in question. Is this a reasonable way of solving 
religious difficulties? It is very easy to assume that the Church of 
tome must be the only true Church of Christ, that she has always 
been under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and that certain pro- 
mises and declarations of Scripture, which she appropriates to her- 
self, must belong exclusively to her; and yet no valid proof can be 
adduced in support of any one of these assumptions. I hope you 
will bear with me while I quote only a few sayings of our blessed 
Lord and of His chosen apostles St. Peter and St. Paul. The words 
may be very familiar to you ; but the truths contained in them will 
not fail to bring fresh light and comfort to your soul, if only they 
are brought home to your conscience by the Holy Ghost. I would 
therefore ask you to pray that the same Holy Spirit may guide you 
into all truth with regard to them, for without His help and teach- 
ing no truth of Scripture will commend itself to your judgment. 
John xiv. 26 ; John xvi. 13; I. Cor. ii. 11. First, then, consider our 
Lord’s own words, ‘‘ God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. (John iii. 16.) ‘ Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, he that heareth My word and believeth on 
Him that sent Me hath everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation, but is passed from death unto life.” (John v. 
24.) “This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He 
hath sent.” (John vi. 29.) ‘* Verily, verily, I say unto you, he 
that believeth on Me hath everlasting life.’ (John vi. 47.) Next 
let us hear what St. Peter says, ‘‘ Him hath God exalted to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance unto Israel and for- 
giveness of sins.’ (Acts v. 81.) ‘* To Him give all the prophets 
witness, that through His name, whosoever believeth in Him shall 
receive remission of sins.’’ (Acts x. 48.) ‘‘ Who His own self bare 
our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins 
should live unto righteousness ; by whose stripes ye were healed.” 
(I. Pet. ii. 24.) See also I. Pet. i. 8, 9. Lastly, let us hear St. 
Paul, “‘ Be it known unto you, therefore, brethren, that through 
this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins, and by 
Him, all that believe are justified from all things.” (Acts xiii. 88, 
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39.) ‘* Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.’ 
Acts xvi. 81. ‘‘ There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
who are in Christ Jesus.” (Rom. viii. 1.) ‘ In whom we have 
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins according 
to the riches of His Grace.” (Ep. i. 7.) ‘There isone God, and 
one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.” 
(1. Tim. ii. 5.) ‘* Seeing, then, that we have a great High Priest,that 
is passed into the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast 
our profession: For we have not a High Priest who cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore 
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” (Heb. 
iv. 14 to 16.) ‘For Christ is not entered into the holy 
places made with hands, which are the figures of 
the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us: nor yet that He should offer 
Himself often, as the High Priest entereth into the Holy place, 
every year with blood of others; for then must He often have 
suffered since the foundation of the world; but now, once in the 
end of the world, hath He appeared to put away sin, by the sacri- 
fice of Himself. And asit is appointed unto men once to die, and 
after this the judgment: so Christ was once offered to bear the 
sins of many ; and unto them that look for Him, shall He appear the 
second time without sin unto salvation.” (Heb. ix. 24 to 28.) “By 
His own blood He entered in once into the Holy place, having 
obtained eternal redemption for us.” (Heb. ix. 12.) ‘By one 
offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” 
(Heb. x. 14.) ‘I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their 
minds will I write them, and their sins and iniquities will I 
remember no more. Now where remission of these is there is no 
more offermg for sin. Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to 
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus; by a new and living 
way,which He hath consecrated for us through the veil, that is to say 
—His flesh ; and having a High Priest over the house of God, let us 
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the profession of 
our faith without wavering, for He is faithful that pro- 
mised.” (Heb. x. 16 to 23.) See aso Rom. iii. 20 to 26. 
Now all these blessed promises and declarations are held out freely 
and absolutely to every believer without the intervention of any 
human priest or church organization. On the faith, therefore, of 
God's own word, I believe, that every one who by faith receives them 
into his heart (Rom.x. 10) is “‘ made a partaker of Christ’’( Heb. iii., 
14) and will be eternally saved provided his faith is real, producing 
good words and a holy life, for otherwise his supposed faith is dead 
and a mere delusion. (James iii., 14 to 26.) 

You will, perhaps, say to me, Is there, then, no necessity to join 
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a visible Church ? I at once reply, Most unquestionably there is 
such a necessity, and I believe that no one’s soul can prosper 
and be in health who does not belong to some visible Church. 
Numberless passages in Scripture might be referred to, showing 
that wherever a number of believers were congregated together in 
any place they always formed themselves into a Church, and were 
s0 acknowledged by the Apostles. But not a single text can be 
adduced to shew that any one Church claimed superiority or author- 
ity over another, unless it were the Church at Jerusalem; much 
less can it be shown that any man’s salvation was considered as de- 
pendent on his belonging to any particular Church. But hear what 
the Psalmist says, ‘‘ How amiable are Thy tabernacles, O Lord of 
hosts. My soul longeth, yea even fainteth for the courts of the 
Lord: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. 
(Ps. Ixxxiv., 1 and 2.) So again in Psalm xvi. he says that all his 
delight was in the saints and in the excellence of the earth. Hear 
also what St. Paul says: ‘“ Let us consider one another to provoke 
unto love, and to good works. Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together as the manner of some is, but exhorting one 
another. (Heb., x. 24 and 25.) 

As regards the choice of a Church, I have no doubt myself 
as to which is most in accordance with Scripture, though I fear 
that if our blessed Lord were on earth, He would have to say 
to every existing Church as He once said to the Seven Churches 
of Asia, ‘ nevertheless I have somewhat against thee.” Before 
making choice of a Church I implore you to seek the guid- 
ance of God’s Holy Spirit and diligently to study the Seriptures 
by His help, keeping in view the following considerations among 
others which will occur to yourself. First, then, see that it 
clearly and unmistakeably rests on the written work of God, 
and on that word ony. Secondly, that it teaches that there is 
but one mediator between God and men, even the Man Christ 
Jesus, who, being God and man, is alone qualified for that office, 
and that therefore through Him, and through Him alone, every 
believer may now draw near with holy boldness and confidence to 
God. Thirdly, that it also teaches that our Blessed Redeemer, by 
His one oblation of Himself once offered, made a full, perfect, and 
sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins of the 
whole world, and that God’s justice has been fully and for ever 
satisfied by that one sacrifice, and that it needs no repetition or 
renewal, and in fact cannot be repeated or renewed. 

Any Church which holds these three doctrines must at least 
be sounder than the Church of Rome, which teaches :—1. That 
her Traditions are of equal authority with the written word of 
God. 2. That God is now to be worshipped through human 
mediators (Priests on earth, and saints in heaven). That the 
mediation of Christ alone is not sufficient, and that, in fact, 
the benefits of His mediation are unobtainable, except through 
the channel of human mediators. 8. That the dying command of 








a 


12 THE ARMOURY. 


our Blessed Redeemer at His Last Supper, when He instituted the 
Eucharist, may be disregarded by refusing the wine (which so 
strikingly represents His blood) to the laity, while they are asked 
to believe the very palpable falsehood, that in partaking of the 
bread they do partake of the wine.* That Christ’s one sacrifice on 
the cross was not a sufficient oblation and satisfaction for the 
sins of the world, but that it needs to be repeated or renewed by 
priesthood, and also to be further supplemented by the sufferings 
of each individual believer in the fires of Purgatory. 5. That 
such is the glory and power of her priesthood, that every time they 
celebrate their mass they stand as sacrificing priests, and as agents 
in God’s hands to work the most stupendous of all miracles ; 
even to convert earthly elements into the very body and blood, 
soul, and divinity of our Blessed Lord; and that im that 
sacrament they offer up a whole and entire Christ as a 
sacrifice to God for the sins of the living and the dead. 
Now, all these doctrines are clearly opposed to the written word of 
God, and they most lamentably dishonour our blessed Redeemer 
and His finished work, while they all manifestly exalt the honour 
and glory of the Priesthood. They are, moreover, all new, or com- 
paratively new, as articles of belief. The Church of Rome, how- 
ever, or rather the Priesthood of that Church, will tell you that 
they are not new, but have been handed down by the Church from 
the very times of our blessed Lord and His Apostles, On the other 
hand, the Church’s own history is a direct denial of this statement, 
and furnishes the exact dates when each of these doctrines was first 
received as an acknowledged article of belief. It will, however, be 
said that although they were not publicly proclaimed as articles of 
belief at an earlier date, still at the time they were so proclaimed all 
the facts were most carefully examined, and the Church, or rather 
the Priesthood, were fully satisfied that they really were held at the 
time of Christ and His Apostles. If such a statement as this is to 
be received as proof of the fact, it follows that the Priest- 
hood may now introduce any extravagant doctrine which will 
exalt their own power and authority, if they can only persuade 
themselves that such doctrine came down from the time of Christ 
ind His Apostles. Now, although the Priesthood may fully believe 
that such really was the fact, still no uninterested person, who has 
not agreed to give up the exercise of his reason, will believe it; 
because he will justly say I must have some reasonable and dis- 
interested evidenee of the facts you ask me to believe, before I can 
receive them as articles of belief—self interest has often blinded 


his strange doctrine was first introduced at the Council of Constance in 
the year 1415, and in the preface to it it is most inconsistently admitted that 
in the primitive church “ the sacrament was received by the faithful in both 
kinds.” It would almost seem as if the doctrine were introduced to teach the 
laity that they were not to believe their own senses when the priesthood com- 
mand them notto do so. It is hardly necessary to observe that it is the wine 
in this sacrament which so strikingly represents the poured-out blood and 
death of our blessed Redeemer, and why, then, is it to be refused to the laity ? 
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the judgment of the best of men, and why should you ask me to 
believe as articles of faith what rests solely and entirely on your 
own interested statements? It is surely little short of blasphemy 
to say that the traditions of self-interested men are to be placed on 
a level with the written word of God. It is easy to say that any 
dogma is an old and unquestionable tradition, while it is nothing of 
the kind ; but a mere modern invention introduced by interested 
parties to effect some particular object they had in view. The last 
dogma of the Pope’s infallibility is a striking example of this, 
involving, as it does, contradictions and inconsistencies with- 
out end. Again, it is very easy to say that the Church of 
Rome has always been under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
but it is impossible to believe that the Holy Spirit, who is called 
the Spirit of Truth, could contradict His own written word, or 
that He whose special office it was to glorify Christ (John xvi. 14) 
should introduce doctrines which clearly dishonour Him as already 
shown. 

And now, my dear friend, will you join a Church which dis- 
regards the written word of God when it suits its purpose to 
do so, and which undervalues the finished work of our blessed 
Redeemer, whom I am sure you wish to honour and glorify? Can 
any one be justified in blindly surrendering the reasoning powers 
with which God has endued him to men who thus pervert the 
Seriptures, and who have uo fixed and infallible rule to restrain 
them from introducing any new doctrine, however preposterous, 
which will promote their own glory and authority? Alas! for the 
deep-dyed guilt of those who say that, notwithstanding the agonies 
and untold sufferings which our blessed Lord endured for redemp- 
tion, still all were ineffectual for man’s salvation without a human 
Priest to repeat the sacrifice, and a purgatory to cleanse and make 
atonement for those sins, which St. Peter tells us Christ ‘* Himself 
bore in His own body on the tree,” and yet such is the teaching of 
the Church of Rome, but not the teaching of St. Peter. Yours, &e. 

F. C. ¥. 


Hors the Sisth Ghapter of John refer to the 
Hord's Pupper ? 


The following arguments have been advanced against such an 
interpretation of the chapter; and the question has been asked, 
Can these arguments be answered ? 

It is quite clear from verses 26, 28, 86, 41, and 52, that the 
whole discourse from verse 26 to 59 was addressed to unbelievers. 

It is equally clear from verses 27, 28, 29, 85, and 47, that our 
blessed Lord was speaking to them of*a present duty, which they 
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then had to perform, and which, He expressly tells them in verses 
28 and 29, was that they should believe on Him. 

These two points must ever be borne in mind if we wish to arrive 
at a right conclusion in considering the passage. 

If the passage refers at all to the Lord’s Supper, it must refer to 
it throughout, because the same persons are addressed, the same 
duty is enforced, the same blessings are promised, and the same 
figure is used from the beginning to the end; the figure itself being 
naturally suggested by the fact that the persons so addressed had 
come to our Lord with the sole object of being fed with mere 
earthly bread, as appears by verse 26. 

If, therefore, it refers to the Lord’s Supper, our Lord’s then 
hearers would have been blameless for their unbelief, because it 
was quite impossible that they could have understood the meaning 
of His arguments if he was referring to a future ordinance ; and 
surely it is unreasonable to suppose that in enforcing a present 
duty He should have used an unintelligible argument. 

On the other hand, it is most improbable that, in a discourse thus 
specially addressed to unbelievers, He should have intended to teach 
His Church a much higher doctrine with regard to the blessings con- 
nected with the Lord’s Supper than His express words at its institu- 
tion, or than any other text in Scripture would warrant or justify. 

If the passage refers to the Lord’s Supper, it necessarily follows that 
the absolute and unconditional promise of eternal life in verses 51,54, 
and 58 must apply to every recipient, without any exception, and that 
everyone is lost who dies without partaking of it (v. 53), because no 
one can be justified in qualifying or adding to our Lord’s words. 

If the words ‘ believing” and “ eating,”’ in verses 47, 51, and 
54 do not mean the same thing, but refer to two distinct acts or 
things, it would follow that there two distinct ways of obtaining 
eternal life. No one would say that the word ‘ believeth,” in the 
47th verse, refers to the Lord’s Supper; but if it is said that the 
word ‘‘ eateth,” in the 54th verse, does refer to that ordinance, it 
necessarily follows that the two expressions must refer to two 
distinct acts or things, and that to each of them eternal life is 
absolutely promised. 

The explanation which our Lord gives His disciples in verse 63 
clearly shows that He did not mean His words to be taken literally, 
and that if they could actually eat His flesh (for no other flesh is 
spoken of) it would profit them nothing. 

That our Lord did refer to His death and atonement in the fifty- 
first and following verses there can be no question, and this His 
hearers might and ought to have understood, because these 
doctrines had been typified and foretold ages before. But why 
should His words be supposed to refer to the future commemorative 
ordinance of which they could not possibly understand anything ? 

It may be confidently asserted that no theological writer has 
ever advanced any sound argument for believing that this pas- 
sage does refer to the Lord’s Supper. A. B. 
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Open the Gonbents ! 


I, 
Sea-begirt Fortress, the Stronghold of Earth ; 
By Liberty loved as the land of her birth,— 
England !—it still is thy praise as of yore, 
To welcome the shipwrecked flung weak on thy shore ; 
To reverence all that the conscience of each 
Can claim as fair freedom of thought and of speech,— 
The world’s blessed refuge in Tyranny’s hour, 
To save the poor victims who fly from its power! 


it. 
And yet,—on these shores, where no bondman can be, 
Where fetters must burst and the slave be set free, 
Are prisons of darkness all over the land, 
Their keepers unseen, and their doings unscann’d ;— 
Where haply the innocent pine in despair, 
And cannot escape to the light and the air, 
But worn by the vigil, the scourge, and the fast, 
Rot into the grave—their sole refuge—at last ! 


Ill. 
Or haply,—for darkness is full of such deeds, 
Where stern superstition with cruelty breeds,— 
The Abbess may live, and the Priest might be found 
Who rule as twin-tyrants that Golgotha ground ! 
And woe to the nuns disobedient then, 
To the tempers of women and passions of men, 
Where anything foul can be done in the dark, 
Unstruck by Truth’s spearpoint’s electrical spark ! 
IV. 
—What? isn’t this libellous ? false, from the first ? 
Protestant bigotry’s slander at worst ; 
—It may be,—it must be—we hope for the best,— 
But—Open your Convents ! this, this be the test! 
We gladly would find they are homes of delight, 
Where hearts are all happy, and faces all bright, 
Each Abbess a mother, with daughters who love 
Their gloom as a foretaste of glory above! 


¥, 
Yes,—let in the light,—let us hear the glad truth, 
That priest never snared the fair maid or rich youth,— 
That neither the nun nor the monk can be slaves, 
Unless they so will it themselves, to their graves ; 








16 THE ARMOURY. 


Let us know they are free to depart or remain 
Unbound by that life-long tyrannical chain ; 
Let us see for ourselves that no treasons are ther 
But—everything open, all right, and all fair ! 
VI. 

If not,—and if still those dead prisons are found 
Cumbering England on Freedom’s own ground, 
If intercourse stops as between man and man 
—Now opened by China itself and Japan— 
If still supervision is warned from the gate, 
And prisoners only are seen through the grate, 
If all that we prize in an Englishman’s home 
Is secretly crushed through the priesteraft of Rome, 


Vil. 
Well,—nunneries heretofore have been torn down, 
When people suspected the cowl and the gown ; 
And monkeries,—witness St. Albans and Froude, 
Had better keep clear of the rage of the crowd ! 
For, though our Old British Lion be slow 
And slumbrous,—yet wake him well up with a blow, 
He can roar, he can rush, he can tear in his might, 
And woe to the foe that dare face him in fight ! 


MARTIN F. TUPPER. 


Pupal Policy in Britain. 


In 1829, Roman Catholics in Britain were in the enjvyment of 
every civil and religious liberty, but they could not sit in our 
Parliament, as thank God, they cannot to this day sit on our 
throne. But they were determined that they should be admitted, 
and used every artifice to effect their purpose. + ur leading 
statesmen at once saw the danger; they knew that a Papist is 
not allowed to be a free agent, that he must do the behests of his 
Church. They knew that the Queen was excommunicated by the 
Pope, that he claims to depose kings, and to relieve subjects from 
their oath of allegiance. ‘hey knew that certain Bulls were in 
force which were inimical to the liberties of the country and the 
maintenance of the Protestant religion. These men, therefore, 
refused to admit Papists to Parliament. But they were told in 
effect, ‘‘ If you do not admit them there will be civil war in 
Ireland, and if you love the peace of the country you must yield.” 
‘hen were taken on trial before a Commission, the Popish 
Bishops of Ireland, who swore, inter alia, that the Pope does not 
claim to be Infallible; that certain Bulls, In cwné Domini and 





PAPAL POLICY IN BRITAIN. 17 


others, which they admitted to be dangerous to a Protestant 
State, were not in force, and that the Pope did not now claim 
the r'ght to depose kings. 

The Act of 1829, the so-called ‘‘ Emancipation Act,” was then 
passed, and the mace of the Pope of Rome were admitted as 
members of the British Parliament, under an oath that they would 
not use the power thus given against the Constitution or the 
Protestant religion. Many Protestants were delighted ; they saw 
an era of peace before them, they believed that Popish disturb- 
ances were a thing of the past. Alas! that it should not be so. 
Popish disturbance has never ceased, and never will, so long as we 
are prepared to grant one thing after another as we have been 
doing since that time. And not only have Popish members of 
Parliament acted all along in defiance of their oath, but they have 
been able to get that oath altered and modified, so as to take away 
any security which it seemed to give us; not only have they used 
their power for the interests of their Church, and for that alone, 
but, shame to tell; they have absolutely stopped the course of 
British legislation, and compelled the Commons to sit continuously 
for twenty-six hours to get ridof their obstruction. This is surely 
truce-breaking ; but it is not all, nor nearly all. Though the 
bishops swore that the Pope is not infallible, he has now been 
declared to be infallible ; though they declared that their blood- 
thirsty bulls were not in force, they were re-published in Ireland a 
few years afterwards as an eighth book of Den’s Moral Theology, 
which is a text-book at Maynooth; though they declared that the 
Pope does not claim authority over kings, he does claim it, not 
only by old acts still in force, but in modern times. Dr. Manning 
recently wrote in his name, “I claim to be the supreme judge and 
director of the conseiences of men—of the peasant that tills the 
fields, and of the prince that sits upon the throne, . . Iam 
the sole last supreme judge of what is right and wrong.” Tablet 
9th Oct., 1864). Well did Southey say, before the Act was 
passed, ‘‘ It would be a solecism in policy were we to entrast those 
persons with power in the State, who are bound in conscience to 
use it for subverting the Church, for undoing the work of the - 
Reformation and of the Revolution, for bringing us again into 
spiritual bondage, and re-establishing that -ystem of superstition, 
idolatry, and persecution from which the sutferings of our martyrs 
and the wisdom of our ancestors, by God’s biessing, delivered us. 
Far as we may think them from it, this is the consummation upon 
which their designs as well as their desires are bent.” (Southey’s 
Vindicia Eccles. Anglic., Preface.) 

Still further, this Act, which was to bring about a reign of love 
between Papists and Protestants, has not prevented this same 
Manning from saying (Tablet, Gih Aug., 185¥), in regard to this 
Protestant country, ‘1 shall not say too much if I say that we 
have to subjugate and subdue, and to conquer an imperial race ; 
we have to do with a will which reigns throughout the world as 
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the will of old Rome reigned once; we have to bend or to break 
that will which nations have found to be invincible and inflexible.” 
To “ subjugate and subdue ”’ that Protestantism with which, by the 
oaths before 1829, they swore they wera to live at peace. Nor 
does this Act prevent Romish bishops from still swearing, when 
they take office, ‘‘ Heretics and schismatics against our said lord 
(the Pope) I shall, to the uttermost of my power, persecute and 
wage war with.” Verily, as we read in the Kook of Proverbs, 
** He that hareth dissembleth with hls lips, and layeth up deceit 
within him; when he speaketh fair believe him not: for there 
are seven abominations in hi« heart, whose hatred is covered by 
deceit.” 

To refuse to admit Papists into Parliament was, we were told, to 
produce insurrection in Ireland, and therefore the Act was passed 
by statesmen who d sliked it, simp'y as a matter of political expedi- 
ency. This was moral cowartice, and unfaithfulness to truth. 
We should do the right, and never mind the fear of trouble. Anv 
possible disturbances in Ireland should have been a small thing 
compared with the assembling of the Spanish Armada; and yet at 
that time the nation, testifying for truth, was delivered. God 
scattered the Armada, and drowned it in the sea. We have 
special cause to remember this to-day ; for on Sabbath, 1st June, 
exactly two bundred years ago, bloody Clavers and his troopers 
came down upon the Covenanters worshipping vn the Lord’s Day 
in the open field at Drumclog. Soon the peaceful worshippers 
were turned into fearless warriors, ready to protect their homes 
and the moorland temple of their God. By God’s good hand upon 
them, they thoroughly routed the dragoons, who fled in disorder 
from the field. Are days like these to come again ? Yes, if Rome 
has her will—a persecutor as bitter as ever Prelacy was two hun- 
dred years ago. She is determined, she says, ‘ to subjugate and 
subdue this imperial race.” But if we are only faithful to our 
country and our God, He will say to this proud aggressor, 
** Hitherto shalt thou come and no forther.”” Our only danger is in 
taking part in her evil deeds, for then we may expect her plagues. 
Whatever she determines will do us no harm if we are on the 
Lord’s side, making no league with His enemies, for He will say, 
** Tt shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass.”’ (Isa. vii. 7.) 

Before 1829, these Papists were glad to be tolerated, and begged 
to be admitted to Parliament on promise of good behaviour ; now 
their Pope claims to be ‘‘supreme judge . . . of the Legisla- 
ture that makes laws for kingdoms.” No wonder that Roman 
Catholic members are obstructive. Let us look at the instructions 
which their Pope gives them, in his Encyclical of 1864 : —“ It is,” 
says he, ‘the chief duty of rulers to protect and advance the 
interests of the (Koman) Catholic Church by all means at their dis- 
posal.” And again :—‘‘ It is necessary that the (Roman) Catholic 
religion should be held as the only religion of the State, to the 
exclusion of all other modes of worship.” 
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Were those good men wrong who prophesied evil, and only evil, 
from the passing of this so-called Emancipation Act? Would to 
God they had been listened to, for our very civil and religious 
rights and liberties, about which so many boist who do not under- 
stand them, wre in danger. More than in danger; for the liberty 
of speech and the right of public meeting recently lay trodden in 
the dust for three whole days, in the town of Dundee, the old 
Geneva of Scotland. A Popish mob, led by their priests, stopped 
one meeting convened to hear a lecture (on ‘ Monkish Impos- 
tures,”) and got the hall closed against «nother ; but the Protes- 
tant inhabitants met en masse, and nobly vindicated their rights. 
Peace and order were restored, and there the matter should have 
ended; but Mr. O’Donnell, M.P., attempted, in the House of 
Commons, to get the Lord Advocate to prevent all public speak- 
ing against the Popish religion. This caused the Protestant 
inhabitants to convene another meeting, where, with great enthu- 
siasm, they passed resolutions and adopted measures which will 
shew his lordship that they are not to be trifled with. Even now, 
however, they must not go to sleep, for the enemy is awake. and 
we are glad to see that they have agreed to form a local Protes- 
tant Association. 

Methinks it is greatly to be desired that all the Popish nations 
of the earth should combine to raise another Armada against us, 
an Armada of ironclads, and to send it against this devoted Island, 
for then, | bel eve, the people should see and understand: they 
would pray to God, and He would send deliverance. He would 
scatter it and shatter it, and then we should be free. 

Yea, whether there is an Armada raised or no, we know that 
He will one day deal thus with that mighty system, for the mouth 
of the Lord hath spoken it. But let us never believe her lies, let 
us make no peace with Rome; it is always safe and right to oppose 
and resist the ‘‘ Mother of Harlots,” always sinful and wrong to 
yield to her seductions, to be taken in her lying snares. God will 
assuredly destroy this ‘‘ Man of sin ” with ‘the breath of His 
mouth and with the brightness of His coming.” With violence shal! 
Babylon be thrown down, and cast like a millstone into the sea. 
The glorious triumphant cry shall go up: ‘‘ Babylon the great is 
fallen, is fallen.’ And much people in heaven shall sing, 
‘* Alleluia ; salvation and glory and honour and power unto the 
Lord, our God, for true and righteous are his judgements; for He 
hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her 
fornication, and hath avenged the blood of her servants at. her 
hand. And again they said Alleluia. And her smoke rose up 
for ever and ever.” 
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Au Acrostic Portrait of an Srish Roman 
Catholic. 


WRITTEN DURING THE REBELLION OF 1798. 


Let not false mercy aid Sedition’s cause ; 

A rebel never will submit to laws. 

Papist and loyal! Answer me this thing ; 

Have serpents gratitude,—an asp no sting ? 

Sway is his aim, and power without control, 

And persecution fires his priest-led soul ; 

His thoughts by factious actions are disclosed, 
King, Laws and Government are now opposed ; 
He'll swear he’s loyal, and within an hour 

Betray his country to a hostile power. 

Bind him with oaths! Oaths have no power to bind 
Him whom a priest is sovereign of his mind. 

Fast bound in bigot’s zeal, his jaundiced eyes 

In every Protestant a foe decries— 

A fixed aversion and determined hate, 

Chain, fire and halter, heretics await, 

He first can swear, forswear, then be absolved— 
Is only to be trusted when involved— 


Faithful alone in Protestant damnation, 
Again to bring in transubstantiation. 
‘** Cambridge Chronicle.” 


Sotices of Hooks. 


Curist THE Rock, THE Stone. By Beta.—Haughton and Co., 
10, Paternoster-row, London. Price Sixpence.—An admirable 
exposition of the Scriptural meaning of the terms “ Rock" and 
‘ Stone,” as applied to Christ and Gospel doctrines. By compar- 
ing Seripture with Scripture, and making Scripture its own 
interpreter, the author has brought forward no fewer than twenty- 
seven topics, all fitted to build up the child of God in the precious 
truth of the union of Christ with all who believe in Him. We cor- 
dially join in the prayer of the author that the excellent work may 
be blessed of God, in ‘leading many thirsty souls to drink of the 
smitten ‘ Rock,’ and many who have taken refuge in its ‘ cleft,’ to 
draw more largely therefrom strength, comfort, and refreshment, 
according to their several needs.”’ 


NOTICES OF BOOKS, 21 


Rays or Licut.—Series of leaflets, published by Albert Byrt, 
Shepton Mallet. Sixpence per hundred for distribution.—These 
leaflets are short and pointed, intended for free distribution among 
members of the Church of England. They embrace such subjects 
as the following :—No. 1 leaflet, ‘* The Church’s homily on super- 
fluous decking of churches.” No. 2, ‘* On temple worship in the 
time of ow Lord.” No. 3, ‘* On Hymns Ancient and Modern.” 
No. 4, ‘* On chancels and intoning.” No. 6, ‘‘ On Church Pastoral 
Aid and Church Missionary Societies’ work for the Master.” No. 7, 
** Public worship : Accessories ;” and No. 5, ‘* Dangers ahead,” 
which is so important at the present time, that we shall transcribe 
the whole of it, with the view of calling special attention, not only 
of Churchmen, but of all Protestants :— 

** At the 1880 Church Congress, the Karl of Carnarvon is reported 
as saying that * Vast as the changes had been (in the Church of 
England) changes as great were probably before them. All 
around them the signs of the times indicated the transitional and 
almost revolutionary phase through which we were passing.’ His 
Grace does not appear to have counselled the clergy in view of these 
projected changes to test matters by the word of God, ‘to prove 
all things, hold fast that which is good.’ Our wisdom, he said, 
consisted in catching and waiting for events and in accommodating 
ourselves to them. Further light is thrown upon the perils ahead 
by an Oxford correspondent of the excellent ‘ Kh cor/’ newspaper, 
who writes that ‘ Two grave dangers threaten the Church of Eng- 
land. The first of these is the Revised Rubrics of the book of 
Common Prayer, now awaiting the sanction of Parliament. The 
seccnd is the New Canons and Constitutions Ecclesiastical as 
approved by the Committees of both Canterbury and York Convo- 
cations. While the Church has slept, some of her enemies have 
sown Popish tares in her Prayer book rubrics, and unless we awake 
very soon we shall discover that they have become part of the law 
of our Protesrant Church of England.’ The writer specifies the 
threatened changes in the Rubrics. 

«The Stole, which, Dr. Blakeney points out in his learned book, 
‘The Prayerbook,’ is essentially a sacerdotal vestment, will be legal- 
ised, and even placed before the long established ‘ searf.’ By the 
same rubric any other vestment such as the Romish Chasuble, 
seems to be sanctioned, until the Bishop steps in with a ‘ monition.’ 
A new rubric in the Communion office directs that a pause shall be 
made, during which those who are not minded to communicate 
‘may ’ withdraw: the word ‘ may’ will sanction what the Ritua- 
lists are labouring hard to propagate,—non-communicating attend- 
ance, in order that the benefits of their ‘ Mass’ may be applied to 
as large a number as possible. (When will men be alarmed at this 
bringing back of a ‘ dangerous deceit,’ in the way of the sacrifice 
once for all offered on Calvary?) ‘The number of communicants 
now necessary for an administration of the Holy Communion is 
reduced by one. The Protestant rubrics at the end of the Com- 
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munion Service are multilated in a shameful manner, their force 
weakened, and one or two of them omitted altogether.’ The 
oath of allegiance is blotted altogether out of the Prayer Book ! 
‘A new rubric to the baptismal service teaches the doctrine 
of regeneration by Baptism in such 2 manner as can- 
not but delight the hearts of advanced Romanisers.’ 
Such are a few of the objectional features in the revised 
rubrics. ‘Let me,’ says the writer, ‘very earnestly ask all 
your readers to pray that God may bring confusion on this 
attempt to Romanise our Prayer Book! And next, let us work 
hard in order that Parliament may not sanction this wrong 
doing. The country needs to be instructed on the matter, and 
awakened.’ As for the new Canons LEcclesiastical—issued 
recently by authority of Convocation—they sanction the 
Cope in Parish Churches, and they forbid any clergyman 
preaching against any ‘doctrine’ held by any clergyman in 
a neighbouring Parish without the express permission of the 
Bishop on each occasion had and obtained. Should he preach 
thus without Episcopal permission, he may be presented by his 
churchwardens to the Bishop, who is empowered to punish him for 
his misconduct! I need not say that in many instances this would 
close the mouths of Evangelical Clergymen from preaching against 
auricular confession, the Real Presence and the Ritualistic Mass. 
Well may the writer add, ‘ In the name, sir, of all our martyred 
Reformers, I ask what are we coming to? Shall we sleep on,— 
or shall we awake ?’ The situation is undoubtedly perilous. There 
must be a strong representation—or Protestant Churchmen will find 
themselves thoroughly betrayed. . But if only a few hundreds will 
only speak, asking God to help them, through the Public Press, 
by organisation ard by firmly worded memorials to our Bishops 
and to the Legislature, the impending danger may be aver'ed and 
our Prayer Book and our Protestant rights preserved.— Verbum 
sap. 


Tue Mission oF Exian to Restore att IskAEL PREVIOUS TO 
Our Lorp’s Seconp Apvent. By tHe Late Joun Wrison. 
Seconp Eprrion, Revisep anp AnnotaTeD. (London: James 
Nisbet and Co.)—In these ‘last days,” the reappearance of Mr. 
Wilson’s work cannot but be interesting to every Bible student. 


The author was well-known for his writings and labours on behalf 


of Gospel truth. The great feature of all his works is their highly 
practical and spiritual character. His lectures on “ Elijah,” how- 
ever much we may differ from him in his conclusions, are marked 
by great research, and he expounds truths which are deeply inter- 
esting to the student of prophecy. The present edition is revised 
and annotated by the loving hand of his accomplished daughter. 


ee 
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Arotestant Educational Sustitute. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR. 


We publish, as usual, on our cover, a statement of the Income and 
Expenditure of the Protestant Educational Institute for the past 
year, from the balance sheet of the official accountant. Our sub- 
scribers will regret to see that the Income for 1880 is much less 
than the Income for 1879. In that year it was £2,092 18s. 84d. ; 
whereas the past year has only yielded £1,620 19s. 11d., making 
a difference of £472. The efforts of the Institute have not been 
relaxed in promoting its important objects, and therefore it is to be 
regretted that there should be a deficit in the amount received. 

The funds of the Institute have been much affected by the de- 
plorable state of Ireland, as many of its liberal supporters having 
properties in Ireland have received no income, and therefore are 
unable to contribute as formerly to our funds. Also there have 
been no legacies received during this year. We trust, however, 
the deficiency will be made up during the current year by liberal 
contributions from those whom God has blessed with the means, 
and who have escaped in His kind Providence the trying circum- 
stances of those who are at present suffering from the causes 
referred to. 

The alarming state of the country at home and abroad calls for 
much prayer and humiliation, and greater personal sacrifices and 
efforts, to maintain the Protestantism of the nation with all its 
attendant blessings. 


PROTESTANT EDUCATIONAL CLASSES. 


RUGBY. 


A course of Protestant lectures were delivered by the Rev. John 
Gibson, Congregational minister of Warwick, in the schoolroom 
attached to the Congregational Church, Rugby, the Rev. C. A. 
Lyon, minister. A written examination was subsequently held, 
and the prizes presented at a public meeting held on 22nd Decem- 
ber ; the pastor of the congregation occupied the chair. Dr. Bade- 
noch attended on behalf of the Institute, and delivered an address 
upon the progress of Romanism in England, and on the importance 
of educating the people in the principles of Protestantism. Prizes 
were subsequently presented to the successful competitors as fol- 
lows :—First prize, James Styles ; second prize, William Pook ; 
third prize, Catherine Styles; fourth prize, Mary Morton ; fifth 
prize, Ebenezer J. Bayliss ; sixth prize, John T. Smith. William 
T. Stacey, William R. Morton, and Elizabeth Waite received also 
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books as meriting honourable mention. The meeting was after- 
wards addressed by the Rev. R. Ayres (Primitive Methodist), the 
Chairman, and others. Votes of thanks were also given to the 
Protestant Educational Institute, and to Dr. Badenoch for his 
address. 


WARWICK. 


A course of Protestant lectures was delivered by the Rev. J. 
Gibson, in his own church (Congregational), Warwick. Written 
examination having been held, the prizes were presented at a 
public meeting held on 5th January. The following obtained prizes 
of the Protestant Educational Institute as follows :—First prize, 
Janet Moffat ; second prize, Harry G. Payton; third prize, Mary 
Ann Jackson; fourth prize, Mary Buckley. Wilfred Gibson and 
Edgar Payton were also presented with a book as meriting 
honourable mention. 

Other similar classes are being held in Manchester, Sheffield, 
Bristol, Plymouth, and other important centres, further particulars 
will be given in our next issue. 
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‘Protestant Ghacational Institute, 


WITH WHICH 18 INCORPORATED 
THE PROTESTANT ASSOCIATION, Established 1835. 
For establishing Protestant Epucationan Crasses, and Popular Lectures, Pro- 
testant Literature, and otherwise instructing the People in the Principles and Histo 
of the Reformation ; for defending our Protestant Constitution and itutions ; “a 
for opposing aggression throughout the Empire. 





Secretary—Rxrv. G. RB. Bapenocn, LL.D. 
Offices—38, Pantiauert Street, 8.W. 
(A few doors from the House of Commons). é 
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For Balance Sheet and Expenditure for the year 1880, see Second Page of Cover. 





